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to the political problems of the hour. Or, if
ecclesiastical affairs be his chief concern, with how
much surer tread would he find his way through the
tangle of current controversies if first he had made
himself at home in the story of John Henry Newman
and the Oxford Movement. Or, to take but one
more example, is it not as certain as anything human
can be that the Republics of South America, in-
cluding among them Mexico, must soon enter as
they have never done before into the reckoning of
the peoples both of Europe and North America ?
During a recent month the number of immigrants
landed at Buenos Ayres exceeded those landed at
New York, and it is not improbable that before long
the Argentine Republic may be the most numerous
among all the peoples that speak a tongue of
Latin origin, as the United States is already the
most numerous of all that speak a Teutonic one.
But how much does the average Englishman know
about South America ? Let him read Lord Bryce's
recent book on the subject, and his eyes will be
opened to the magnitude of the problems which
the awakening of this vast, neglected continent
is thrusting upon us.

2. But books are more than instructors. They
do us a real if not an exalted service in furnishing
us with facts; they are not to be despised even
when they stoop to arm us for the ordeal of an